Providence Players of Fairfax

AUDITION ANNOUNCEMENT - Best Christmas Pageant Ever
Tues. Oct 18, 2016 and Wed. Oct 20, 2016 6:30 — 9:00 PM Sat. Oct 22 9:30 AM — 1:00PM
No Call Backs Will Be Held

The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
By Barbara Robinson
Directed by Liz Mykietyn

The Herdmans are the worst kids in the history of the
world; they lie, steal and cheat. Now they have taken
@S over the church’s annual Christmas pageant! The

h T entire town has gathered in anticipation, waiting to
flgtm@s see the Herdmans ruin Christmas — or will they? This

9 (%QDt funny, heartwarming, holiday tale has become a

\9 ’f classic: and good for the entire family!

27* Roles (7 Adult 5W/2M) (20+ Children) - All Open

*additional children may be cast at the director’s discretion

e The Providence Players of Fairfax is a non-profit community theater troupe. All
participation is on a volunteer, non-compensated basis.

» The Providence Players of Fairfax is a membership organization. Membership is not
required to audition. If cast, actors in addition to production team members will be
asked to become members of the Providence Players ($10) for the season (if they
are not already).

Location

The James Lee Community Center

2855 Annandale Road

Falls Church, VA 22042

Auditions will be held in the theater. Please come in the front of the community center and
sign in at the counter. The staff can point you in the direction of the theater and signs will
be posted.

Performance Dates and Times
Preview: December 8, 2016; 7:00pm Curtain

Evening Performances: Thursdays, Fridays, Saturdays; December 9-17, 2016
7:30 pm Curtain

Matinees: Saturday & Sunday Matinees; December 10, 11,17, & 18, 2016
2:00 pm Curtain



Audition Dates

PLEASE RSVP to providenceplayers@cox.net with the date you plan on auditioning.

Tuesday October 18t 6:30PM to 9PM (In the James Lee Theater)
Thursday October 20t 6:30PM to 9PM (In the James Lee Theater)
Saturday October 22th 9:30AM to 1PM (In the James Lee Theater)

Please plan on arriving at the beginning of the audition session. PPF DOES NOT use an assigned
timed slot audition system.

Audition Information/Instructions

AUDITION PROCESS:
e The director will conduct an “ice breaker” at the beginning of each audition session. This
process is fun and designed to help actors relax prior to auditions and gives the director
a chance to quickly see each actor on the stage.
e Auditions for speaking roles will consist of cold readings from the script with audition
sides provided at the auditions.
e Children auditioning will be asked to sing a Christmas Carol

HOW WE WORK:
e Please plan on arriving at your chosen audition date at the beginning of the audition
session.

e We do not use an assigned audition time slot system. The director will have you up and
down on stage multiple times during the audition (how many times will be at the
director’s discretion and depend, in part, on the number of auditioners who attend).

¢ You will be able to sit in the theater and watch all the auditions.

¢ You may be asked to go into the hallway with audition partners and work a bit on a
scene before taking the stage.

¢ You may be asked to read for other parts you may not be auditioning for.

e The Providence Players strives to make our productions open to interested and engaged
actors & actresses regardless of their level of experience.

e We try and make our auditions as relaxing and fun as possible.

e You are welcome to come to more than one audition session. This is NOT a requirement.

AUDITION FORM- Resumes and headshots will be accepted, but are not required. Please ALSO
COMPLETE the attached PPF Best Christmas Pageant Ever Audition Form and bring it with you
to the audition.

MEMBERSHIP- The Providence Players of Fairfax is a membership organization. Membership
is not required to audition. If cast, actors in addition to production team members will be asked
to become members of the Providence Players ($10) for the season (if they are not already).



RSVP- Please send us an RSVP if you plan to audition to providenceplayers@cox.net (or email
us any questions you may have).

Production Schedule- A copy of the preliminary production schedule is included with this
announcement. Please note that the times listed on the preliminary production schedule are
theater access time NOT CALL TIMES which will be provided by the director. The Preliminary
production schedule is subject to change based on the needs of the production.

IMPORANT NOTES TO READ CLOSELY:

e All auditioners will receive notification via phone call or email regardless if cast or not
by Monday October 24th.

e We will not hold Call Backs! Read-Through Meet & Greet will be Tuesday October 25t at
6:30PM in the James Lee Theater; All cast members are on call for read through.

e Scripts and other materials will be shared at this meeting.

e Those cast must be available for ALL shows and the entire rehearsal schedule
from December 1st until we open December 9th,

e Costumes will be mostly provided by Cast members own closets. Specialty costumes will
be provided. This show is set in ‘today times.’

e Parents will be required to sign an agreement on all these Important Notes and more
regarding PAGEANT support this year at the first meeting. We thank you in advance for
your efforts.

Character/Role Descriptions

The director plans on casting 27 or more actors: 7 adults (5 women, 2 Men) and approximately
20 children of varying age ranges:11 featured children’s roles (5 girls, 6 boys) plus other
younger children’s roles ages 7-12 with some lines and a “Baby Angel Choir” comprised of
children aged 5-6. The final number of children cast will be at the director’s discretion.

CHARACTER DESCRIPTIONS - 7 ADULT ROLES (5W-2M)

BOB BRADLEY/FATHER: Age range 30+; smaller role of solid family man; husband to Grace and
Father to Beth and Charlie. Must be able to present witty dialogue smoothly and carry a Christmas
tree 50 feet or so.

GRACE BRADLEY/MOTHER: Age range 30+; main role who takes over the annual Christmas
pageant; mother to Beth and Charlie; wife to Bob. This actress needs to be comfortable leading the
pageant within the pageant which includes directing a large group of child actors on stage.

MRS. ARMSTRONG: Age range/must look 40+; Like the characters of Alice to Beth so are Mrs.
Armstrong to Grace Bradley/Mother. Actresses going for this role should not hold back on showing
their super over controlling and loud side. She uses a managerial voice and manner with everyone
and everything in her life. Actresses going for this role should not hold back on showing their Type
A traits in full. Medium part with comical lines.



MRS. SLOCUM: Age range/must look 40+; one of a handful of gossiping ladies in the neighborhood
- she is a pleasant and motherly women. Smaller role.

MRS. CLARKINGSON: Age range/must look 40+; one of a handful of gossiping ladies in the
neighborhood - she is a sweeter character than all the rest. Smaller role.

MRS. MCCARTHY: Age range/must look 40+; one of a handful of gossiping ladies in the
neighborhood - she is more like Mrs. Armstrong than the others, but still hopes for good things in the
end. Smaller role with a funny bit.

REVEREND HOPKINS: Age range/must look 40+; Though a smaller role, this character is both
pleasant and wise by nature; as well as an important catalyst to the moral of the story. This actor
will also be given the Opening Announcements to the show which will be given live in the format of
a sermon as presented in the audition monologue. Actors going for this role should really sell the
minister part and be loud & joyful.

CHARACTER DESCRIPTIONS - Children Roles

11 Named Character Roles (5G/6B) Plus Other Younger Children and “Baby Angel
Choir”

BETH BRADLEY: Age range/mustlook 10-14; Lead role who narrates the show; should have strong
voice and great stage presence; able to show an array of emotions. Sister to Charlie and daughter to
Grace and Bob. Beth is a great role for an experienced young actress as she must set the tone and
drive the entire show through her storyline.

CHARLIE BRADLEY: Age range 8-11, must be younger than Beth; medium role; brother to Beth and
son to Grace & Bob; typical little brother character but an all-around good kid.

RALPH HERDMAN: Age range/must look 12-14; member of the Herdman clan of young ruffian
siblings who are considered “the worst kids in the history of the world.” He is the oldest and should
have a slouchy manner with touch of adolescent coolness. Any one auditioning for a Herdman role
should show us their Best Bad kid routine. Small role.

IMOGENE HERDMAN: Age range/must look 11-13; member of the Herdman clan of young ruffian
siblings who are considered “the worst kids in the history of the world.” She is the oldest girl but the
obvious leader of the Herdman children. She is loud, bossy & crafty. One tough cookie. Imogene
shows an array of emotions from sassy to sadness in this play. This is a medium role and takes a
strong young actress to portray her. Any one auditioning for a Herdman role should show us their
Best Bad kid routine.

LEROY HERDMAN: Age range/must look 10-12; member of the Herdman clan of young ruffian
siblings who are considered “the worst kids in the history of the world.” He is the ‘tough guy’ and
very sure of himself. Any one auditioning for a Herdman role should show us their Best Bad kid
routine.

CLAUDE HERDMAN: Age range/must look 9-11; member of the Herdman clan of young ruffian
siblings who are considered “the worst kids in the history of the world.” He is also tough but more



combative being a younger sibling and fighting for his position in the family; usually paired up with
his brother Ollie. Any one auditioning for a Herdman role should show us their Best Bad kid routine.

OLLIE HERDMAN: Age range/must look 8-9; member of the Herdman clan of young ruffian siblings
who are considered “the worst kids in the history of the world.” He is the youngest boy and always
Looking for trouble. Claude’s usually his partner in crime. Any one auditioning for a Herdman role
should show us their Best Bad kid routine.

GLADY HERDMAN: Age range/must look 6-8; member of the Herdman clan of young ruffian siblings
who are considered “the worst kids in the history of the world.” She is the youngest - small and wiry
with a feisty disposition. She provides comic relief in this show. Any one auditioning for a Herdman
role should show us their Best Bad kid routine. Smaller but fun role.

ALICE WENDLEKEN: Age range/must look 10-14; She is one of Beth Sunday School classmates
though not necessarily same exact age; they are close in age. Alice prim, proper and often a pain in
the neck with her goody two shoe routine. Actresses going for this role should not hold back on
showing their super prissy side. Medium Role.

MAXINE: Age range/must look 10-14; She is one of Beth Sunday School classmates though not
necessarily same exact age. She has more lines than other roles as the narrator within the pageant
of the play. Actresses going for this role should have clear & loud speaking voices.

ELMER HOPKINS: Age range/must look 8-10; he is a little nerdy but still sweet. Definitely friends
with Charlie Bradley and not a fan of the Herdmans or church despite the fact his father is the
minister.

OTHER SMALL KIDS ROLES: Ages 7 to 12. There are additional children roles with 1-8 lines each
throughout the script which will be assigned accordingly to include singing carols in the older kid’s
choir as well as *Baby Angel Choir.

*BABY ANGLE CHOIR: Ages 5-6. These are new actresses and actors who only need to sing a
Christmas carol at the audition. These children must be able to be on stage without their parents.



AUDITION NUMBER:

\/Ej Providence Players

Providence Players Audition Form
o “THE BEST CHRISTMAS PAGEANT EVER”

Attach Resume if you have one though not required.
COMPLETE ENTIRE FORM AND PRINT LEGIBLY

NAME

MAILING ADDRESS

EMAIL(s)

Home / Cell Work

PHONE NUMBERS

HOW IS THE BEST WAYTO REACH YOU THIS WEEK?

Note: If cast and not already a PPF member, you will be asked to join with a $10 seasonal membership fee.

GENDER: F M AGE: HAIR COLOR: HEIGHT:
DO YOU READ MUSIC: Yes No

CIRCLE ALL PART(s) YOU ARE WILLING TO ACCEPT (review character descriptions thoroughly):

Any Part at All Only Kids Choir Only Speaking Role

ADULT PARTS (9): Father (Bob Bradley) Mother (Grace Bradley)  Reverend Hopkins
Mrs. Armstrong Mrs. McCarthy Mrs. Slocum Mrs. Clausing Fireman (2)

YOUNG ADULT / CHILDREN ROLES (17): Beth Bradley Charlie Bradley

Alice Wendlekin Maxine Imogene Herdman Ralph Herdman

Leroy Herdman Claude Herdman Ollie Herdman Gladys Herdman

Elmer Hopkins Hobie David Beverly Shirley Juanita  Doris

WHAT PART(s) ARE YOU MOST INTERESTED IN:

TURN OVER for more space



REHEARSAL CONFLICTS: Review rehearsal schedule and list ALL potential conflicts. Known
absentee dates are imperative for scheduling rehearsal time to be as productive as possible for everyone.
Everyone cast must be at ALL performances (doubles on Saturdays) and available for the entire week
(Dec 1t through opening night) prior to Opening night December 9. Conflicts not listed here that
become of concern to Director during rehearsals may lead to recasting. Please share conflicts now!

THEATRICAL EXPERIENCE: List applicable experience to include - Acting, Dancing, Singing, Stage
Combat, Other - that should be considered (your attached resume welcomed, but NOT required).

ADDITIONAL NOTES TO THE DIRECTOR AND CREW: Feel free to share any other personal
information you think is pertinent in consideration for the cast of this production.




PPF Production: The Best Christmas Pageant Ever Preliminary Production and Stage Access Schedule
Note - Times listed are theater access times and not necessarily rehearsal call times

By Barbara Robinson
Directed By Liz Mykietyn

Providence Players Best Christmas Pageant Ever Production Schedule September 2016 — Subject to Revision
9-18-16 Calendar Has Been Updated for Additional Theater Access Time and Urbanites Room Access Arranged with Theater Manager in July 2016
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PPF Production: The Best Christmas Pageant Ever Preliminary Production and Stage Access Schedule
Note - Times listed are theater access times and not necessarily rehearsal call times

October 2016

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Note — October Performance Dates are for the PPF P

roduction of "Amadeus”

1

PPF Performance
7:30 PM

5:00 PM -11 PM

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
PPF Performance PPF Thursday PPF Performance | PPF Performance
Matinee 2 PM Performance 7:30 PM 7:30 PM
12 PM-6PM 7:30 PM 5:00 PM -11 PM 5:00 PM -11 PM
5:00 PM -10 PM
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
PPF Performance | Columbus Day PPF Play Reading PPF Thursday PPF Performance | PPF Performance
Matinee 2 PM Holiday Night Performance 7:30 PM 7:30 PM
12 PM-6PM 7:30 PM 5:00 PM -11PM 5:00 PM -11PM
5:00 PM -10PM
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
PPF Strike PPF Board BCPE Auditions BCPE Auditions BCPE Auditions
9 AM -5PM Meeting Theater Access Theater Access Theater Access
6 PM - 9:45 PM 6 PM - 9:45 PM 9AM -1 PM
23 24 BCPE Casting 25 BCPE Read- | 26 BCPE Theater 27 26 29
Notifications Through Meet Access
Made . 6 PM -10PM
& Greet in
30 31 Theater 6:30 PM

Providence Players Best Christmas Pageant Ever Production Schedule September 2016 — Subject to Revision
9-18-16 Calendar Has Been Updated for Additional Theater Access Time and Urbanites Room Access Arranged with Theater Manager in July 2016
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PPF Production: The Best Christmas Pageant Ever Preliminary Production and Stage Access Schedule
Note - Times listed are theater access times and not necessarily rehearsal call times

November 2016

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 PPF Theater Use
PPF Theater Use PPF Theater Use PPF Theater Use Set/Build
Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal Weekend
6:00 PM -10PM 6:00 PM -10PM 6:00 PM -10PM 9:00 AM - 10 PM
Also Urbanites Room
10-6 for rehearsal
6 PPF Theater Use | 7 8 9 10 11 12
Set Build PPF Theater Use PPF Theater Use PPF Theater Use PPF Theater Use Veterans Days PPF Theater Use
Weekend Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal JLCC Closed Rehearsal
9:00 AM -6 PM 6:00 PM -10PM 6:00 PM -10PM 6:00 PM -10PM 6:00 PM -10PM 9:00 AM - 6 PM
Also Urbanites Room PPF Play Reading
10-6 for rehearsal Night
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
PPF Theater Use- PPF Theater Use PPF Theater Use PPF Theater Use PPF Theater Use PPF Tech Set Up PPF Theater Tech
Rehearsal 9AM to | Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal 6:00 PM -10 PM Weekend
5PM 6:00 PM -10PM 6:00 PM -10PM 6:00 PM -10PM 6:00 PM -10PM 9:00 AM -10 PM
PPF Board
Meeting
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
PPF Theater Tech | PPF Theater Use PPF Theater Use PPF Theater Use @anktsgaliq% EOTW Holiday (N30L£1ty Holiday
Weekend Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal ounty Holiday O Access O Access
9:00 AM-5PM | 6:00PM-10PM | 6:00PM-10PM | 6:00 PM-10PM | jomooe® e Closed e Closed
27 PPF Theater 28 29 30
Use Rehearsal PPF Theater Use PPF Theater Use PPF Theater Use
10 AM -4 PM Rehearsal Rehearsal Rehearsal
Special Access Per 6:00 PM -10PM 6:00 PM -10PM 6:00 PM -10PM
Dan Schrader 7/23/16
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PPF Production: The Best Christmas Pageant Ever Preliminary Production and Stage Access Schedule
Note - Times listed are theater access times and not necessarily rehearsal call times

December 2016

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
PPF Theater Use PPF Theater Use PPF Theater Use
Rehearsal Rehearsal Dress Rehearsal
6:00 PM -10PM 6:00 PM -10PM 9:00 AM-5PM
PPF Holiday
Party
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
PPF Theater Use- PPF Theater Use PPF Theater Use PPF Theater Use PPF Student & PPF Performance | PPFTWO
Dress Rehearsal Dress Rehearsal Dress Rehearsal Dress Rehearsal Senior Preview 7:30 PM Performances
9AM to 6 PM 5:00 PM -10PM 5:00 PM -10PM 5:00 PM -10PM Performance 7PM | Use 5PM -10PM Matinee 2:00 PM
5-:00 PM —11PM Evening 7:30 PM
Use 11 am -10 PM
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
PPF Performance PPF Play Reading PPF Thursday PPF Performance | PPFTWO
Matinee 2 PM Night Performance 7:30 PM Performances
12 PM - 6 PM. 7:30 PM Use 5PM —10PM Matinee 2:00 PM
Use 5 PM —11PM Evening 7:30 PM
Use 11 am -10 PM
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
PPF Performance | PPF Board Christmas Christmas
Matinee 2 PM Meeting Holiday JL Closed | Holiday JL Closed
12:00PM -9 PM
Strike After Show
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Christmas Christmas JLCC Closed
Holiday JL Closed | Holiday JL Closed
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